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Agenda

ÅIntroductions, Housekeeping, Objectives.
ÅACT Foundation Ṿ Understanding Standards and Benchmarks
Å!>ÿ !ɅǍʌɐɃʳṝ ÿțǸ ʌǸɾʌṞ ȡʌẏɾ ǪɐɅɾʌɶʔǪʌȡɐɅ ǍɅǱ ȡɃɳɐɶʌǍɅǪǸṣ
ÅACT Online Reporting Tutorial:  Using the Data.
ÅGrowth and Goal Setting.
ÅACT Resources and Solutions 
Å¬Ǹʌẏɾ ɃǍȶǸ Ǎ ɳȺǍɅṠ



Housekeeping

Å Interactive Ṿ Please!!!
Å Slides will be available.
Å Time for exploration.
Å Facilities.
Å Breaks.



Where did ACT come from?  Why is it valuable?

The Foundation



Our North Star

We exist to fight for 
fairness in education 
and create a world 

where everyone  can 
discover and fulfill 

their potential .



How Did We Get Here?
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Classroom Autonomy

Textbooks

Accountability.

Report Cards!

Standards!

65 years of research!

Over the years our 
ideas about what  and 
how we should teach 
and why we should 
teach it have changed.
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If I Were 
Choosing a 
College and 
Career Readiness 
!ɾɾǸɾɾɃǸɅʌṟṣṣ



And a Third Question: 

What can the assessment tell 
us about the kids who ǍɶǸɅẏʌ 
on a path to college?



ACT College and Career 
Readiness Standards and Benchmarks

ẪĆɅǱǸɶɾʌǍɅǱȡɅȓ ʌțǸɾǸ ʌɐɐȺɾṹ ʭțǸɶǸ ʌțǸʳ ǪɐɃǸ ȒɶɐɃṹ 
and how they apply is the key to maximizing the 
value of Wisconsin ACT data for all students, not 
Ȳʔɾʌ ʌțɐɾǸ ɳȺǍɅɅȡɅȓ ʌɐ ǍʌʌǸɅǱ ǪɐȺȺǸȓǸṾẫ



TRUSTED POINTS OF REFERENCE
ACT National Curriculum Survey

ACT
Research

ACT College and 
Career Readiness 

Standards

ACT College 
Readiness 

Benchmarks

ACT Holistic Framework



ACT NATIONAL CURRICULUM SURVEY®

ÅConducted every 3 -5 years by ACT. New 
one in progress!

ÅIncludes sample survey of nearly 10,000 
educators and industry leaders.

ÅShows skills and knowledge taught at 
each grade level.

ÅCollects data about what high school 
grads should know and be able to do  to 
be ready for college AND/OR  career.

ÅConsultation with content area experts.

TRUSTED POINTS OF REFERENCE



uȒ uẏɃ MʬǸɶ ñʌɶǍɅǱǸǱ ɐɅ Ǎ EǸɾǸɶʌ uɾȺǍɅǱṟṟṣ



An Explanation of Standards and Reporting Categories

ACT® College and Career Readiness Standards
A progression of learning for readiness!

act.org/standards

A Reporting 
Categoryisa, sub-
score that breaks 
down the subject 
areas(English, Math, 
Reading, Science) into 
smaller, specific skill 
areas. The specific 
skills within those  
areas are called 
άStandards.έ

http://www.act.org/standards


So, teaching to the test means giving students the opportunity in class to practice the 
skills represented by the ACT standards. Is that a bad thing?



The  ACT !ɾɾǸɾɾǸɾ ẌPractical Knowledge ẍ.

ACT® College and Career Readiness Standards
A progression of learning for readiness!

act.org/standards

http://www.act.org/standards


We use these standards in various combinations on a daily basis.

¢ƘŜ ōƛƭƭΥ ϷппΦрнΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƭŜŀǾŜ нл҈Φ
Step 1. Move the decimal for 10% so, $44.52          $4.45 

Step 2. 2 x 10% is 20% so $4.45 x 2          $8.90.

Step 3. Round it off to $9.00 for convenience.

This simple everyday function uses all 
three of the math standards highlighted 
in the previous slide.  ACT standards are 
practical skills that help kids be READY 
for the world.



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ACT  measures the READINESS 
of all kinds of students.

(E24-27) Revise vague, clumsy, and confusing 
writing.

(M24-27) Order fractions.

(S24-27)Determine the experimental conditions 
that  would produce specified results.

(R24-27)Paraphrase some statements as they 
are used in somewhat challenging passages.   



Trout Fishing: The Readiness Analogy: Skills Translate and Combine.

bƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦƛǎƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ 
same.  Situations eventually demand a combination of 
ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘǊȅ 
ǘƻ ŀǎǎŜǎǎ ŀǎ άw9!5Lb9{{έΦ



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

Standards and Benchmarks Site

Standards/Benchmarks Perception Reminder
ÿțǸ ɾǪɐɶǸ ɶǍɅȓǸ Ǎʌ ʌțǸ Ẍ=ǸɅǪțɃǍɶȶ ¬ǸʬǸȺẍ ȓǸɅǸɶǍȺȺʳ 
reflect a level at which school leaders would suggest 
that ALL their graduates should master:

English = 18
Math = 22

Reading = 22
Science = 23

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/college-and-career-readiness/standards.html


Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

National Curriculum Survey

Standards 

Assessments
(ACT, PreACT Secure, PreACT 8/9, PreACT, Mosaic, 
Interest Inventory, Fall District Testing, ACT Online 
Prep, WorkKeys)

Data!

Student Intervention 
and Test Prep.

Classroom Practices.

Curriculum adjustments.

ACP, SLOs, district goals and more!



What is Our Goal as Educators?  

ÅIt is not teaching them how to take tests.

ÅIt is not creating a high score on some state report card.

ÅIt is not helping them to do well on a college entrance exam although 
colleges and universities understand the value of ACT results.

ÅIt is to help students be able to say, ά¸ƻǳ aŀƪŜ aȅ 5ǊŜŀƳǎ /ƻƳŜ ¢ǊǳŜΗέ



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ACT Standards and Benchmarks.

ÅACT College and Career Readiness 
Standards | ACT

ÅIdeas for Progress in College and 
Career Readiness | ACT
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Anatomy of the ACT

What Should I 
Know About the 
Test and Its Value?



How Hard is it to do Better?

Answer: Not hard at all!  In 
most cases, get 1 or 2 more 
questions right, go up one 
point in Scale Score.



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

Reporting categories vary  in importance and that 
balance has shifted slightly with the Enhanced ACT.



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

TRUSTED POINTS OF REFERENCE

SPECIFICATION RANGES BY REPORTING CATEGORY FOR 
MATHEMATICS



SPECIFICATION RANGES 
BY REPORTING 
CATEGORY FOR 
ENGLISH 

SPECIFICATION RANGES 
BY REPORTING 
CATEGORY FOR READING



ẌuẏɃ Ʌɐʌ ȓɐȡɅȓ ʌɐ ǪɐȺȺǸȓǸẍ ȡɾ Ǎ ǪɐɃɃɐɅ ɶǸȒɶǍȡɅ 
ȒɶɐɃ ɾʌʔǱǸɅʌɾ ʌțǍʌ ẌɳțɐɅǸ ȡʌ ȡɅẍṣ  oǸɶǸ ȡɾ ɾɐɃǸ 
info that may help.

Why Should The 
Kids, and Us For 
That Matter, Care?



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

College Entrance Tests in a Test Optional World



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

Standardized Test Scores are a better predictor of 
college GPA success than high school GPA.

How Standardized Tests Make College Admissions Fairer

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/How-Standardized-Tests-Make-College-Admissions-Fairer.pdf


SEL Skills & ACT® Test Scores



This is often overlooked.



Break Time



ACT Online 
Reporting Tutorial: 
Using the Data.



ACT Online Reporting ς success.act.org

https://success.act.org/s/
https://success.act.org/s/
https://success.act.org/s/


ACT Knowledge Hub



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ğțǍʌ ĥɐʔẏȺȺ ñǸǸ ğțǸɅ ĥɐʔ ¬ɐȓ uɅṣ

New Users Assigned here.



What is your role and who can see the data at your 
school?
ÅTrusted Agent: Views, adds, and removes users at 
district and school level. Views and exports 
summary and detailed individual data and reports. 
Accesses the user activity report within Data 
Interaction.
ÅDetailed Viewer: Views and exports summary and 
detailed individual data and reports (e.g., school 
principal, school test coordinator).
ÅSummary Viewer: Views and Exports summary 
data and reports (e.g., district test coordinator, 
district official, state official).
ÅTest Accommodations Coordinator: Submits TAA 
requests for any examinees who need to test with 
accommodations or supports (e.g., school test 
coordinator, counselor).
Note: As a Trusted Agent, you will get emails any 
time a user requests access to an organization 
within your hierarchy. Please appropriately approve 
or deny these requests as they come in.



Part 1: ACT and PreACT Secure.

What Can We Learn?



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ÃɅȺȡɅǸ éǸɳɐɶʌȡɅȓ ÿǍǩɾ ĥɐʔẏȺȺ ¸ǸǸǱ Ȓɐɶ ğɐɶȶɾțǸǸʌ ᶯ ǍɅǱ ᶰṣ

Note:  The ACT(All Data) tab 
includes every ACT test your 
district students have taken.  This 
includes Saturday, District, and 
State tests.  The ACT District 
Contract tab is for fall district 
testing in school but not mandated 
by the state. Many schools do 
senior retakes.  Some are even 
incentivized. If your school uses 
the PreACT 8/9 that data is also 
found here.



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

! èʔȡǪȶ !ɾȡǱǸṝ ¬ɐɐȶ Ǎʌ ʳɐʔɶ Ẍ!ȺȺ EǍʌǍẍṣ oǸɶǸẏɾ ǍɅ 
Example of a School That Might Think About Fall 
District Testing.

As many as 45 students took a Saturday test in this district.  For low-income students, doing a less expensive retake in the fall could be a 
valuable opportunity. This test is designed for:
1. Low income but talented students.
2. High flying 9th and 10th.
3. Seniors who need a point or two to get a scholarship or be eligible for a highly sought after school.
4. Juniors that would be taking the PreACT but want the real thing instead.
5. A new earlier window allows students to have their scores by the time many college applications are due.



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

Worksheet # 1: 
Benchmarks.



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ACT Online Reporting: Summary Tab



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ACT Online Reporting
ẌñʔɃɃǍɶʳ ÿǍǩẍ

Å5-Year ACT Pattern?



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

ACT Online Reporting
ẌñʔɃɃǍɶʳ ÿǍǩẍ

Å5-Year ACT  Pattern? Chart #1



Helping people achieve education and workplace success .

>ɐɃɳɐɾȡʌǸ uɾɅẏʌ MʬǸɶʳʌțȡɅȓṣ



Benchmarks and Averages.

How many kids are meeting ACT 
Benchmarks?



ÿțǸ æɶɐǩȺǸɃ ʭȡʌț ñǪɐɶǸɾṟṟṟṣṣʬǸɶɾʔɾ =ǸɅǪțɃǍɶȶɾṣ



Finding the 
Benchmarks.
oǸɶǸẏɾ ÃɅǸ ğǍʳṣ

Start Here.



Subject Benchmarks: 
Another Way



Subject Benchmarks: Another Way



Students Meeting the Benchmarks. Downward trend.


