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2024 Accountability A–F Ratings

 As communicated in the August 14, 2024 To The Administrator Addressed 
(TAA), the issuance of public 2024 A-F ratings and are pending due to a lawsuit 
and subject to change based on judicial rulings.

 However, 2024 accountability reports and data tables available in the TEA 
Login (TEAL) application without A–F ratings or scale scores.

 In other words, you have official raw component scores and percentages for
your schools’ performance.



What’s New for 2024

Measure/Indicator Changes in Methodology/Calculation Changes to the Grading Rigor
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STAAR Performance None for traditional campuses None

CCMR

Cap on Industry Based Certifications (IBCs)
that are being phased-out/sunsetted

Updates to ACT TSI Scores 

Return of Military Enlistment Credit

Programs of Study Phase-in

Significant changes in 
grading rigor

Graduation Rate None for traditional campuses Minor increase in rigor



Student Achievement: CCMR Methodology
One point is given for each annual graduate who accomplishes one or more
CCMR indicators.

Number of Graduates Who Accomplish One or More CCMR Indicators
Number of Annual Graduates

 40% STAAR
 40% College, Career, Military Ready (CCMR)
 20% Graduation RatesHigh Schools & K–12s

Student Achievement Domain Weighting:



Student Achievement: CCMR Refreshed Indicators
College Ready
 Meet criteria of 3 on AP or 4 on IB examinations
 Meet Texas Success Initiative (TSI) criteria 

(SAT/ACT/TSIA1 or TSIA2/College Prep course) in 
reading and mathematics

 Complete a course for dual credit 
(9 hours or more in any subject or
3 hours or more in ELAR/mathematics)

 Earn an associate degree
 Complete an OnRamps dual enrollment course and qualify 

for at least 3 hours credit

Military Ready
 Enlist in the United States Armed Forces

(2023 grads and beyond)
 Enlist in the Texas National Guard

(2023 grads and beyond)

Career Ready
 A graduate earning an industry-based 

certification (IBC) who also completes a 
career and technical education program of 
study aligned with that IBC. (phased-in)

 Graduate with completed IEP and 
workforce readiness (graduation type codes 
04, 05, 54, or 55)

 Earn a level I or level II certificate
 Graduate under an advanced diploma plan 

and be identified as a current special 
education student

Items in bold are updated for 2023 graduates



Texas College, Career, and Military Readiness: Increased Rigor

CCMR performance has skyrocketed in Texas, with average performance now at 65 percent. 
Given these improvements, and the statutory objective of A–F accountability to make Texas a 
national leader in preparing students for postsecondary success, the cut point for an A has been 
adjusted to 88 percent for high school/K-12 campuses. This raises the bar to begin to meet 
Texas’s definition of excellence for CCMR.

CCMR Cut Points from 2017-2022
A 60% of Graduates are CCMR
B 48% of Graduates are CCMR
C 39% of Graduates are CCMR
D 26% of Graduates are CCMR
F 25% and Below of Graduates are 

CCMR

New CCMR Cut Points for 2023-2027
A 88% of Graduates are CCMR
B 78% of Graduates are CCMR
C 64% of Graduates are CCMR
D 51% of Graduates are CCMR
F 50% and Below of Graduates are 

CCMR

Source: Chapter 5—Calculating 2023 Ratings, TEA 2023 Accountability Manual

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-5-2023-calculating-ratings.pdf


CCMR: New Domain III (Closing the Gaps) Targets for 2024 and 
Beyond

Targets
All 

Students
African 

American Hispanic White
American 

Indian Asian
Pacific 

Islander

Two or 
More 
Races

High 
Focus

EB/EL
(Current & 
Monitored) Eco Dis

SpEd 
(Current)

SpEd 
(Former)

Cont 
Enrolled

CCMR

Previous
2022

Targets
47% 31% 41% 58% 42% 76% 39% 53% N/A 30% 39% 27% 43% 50%

2023
Targets 

(2022-23
through
2026-27
target)

63% 47% 60% 71% 58% 84% 51% 63% 56% 51% 56% 64% 45% 67%

Next 
Interim 
Target 

(2027-28
through
2031-32)

73% 57% 70% 79% 68% 88% 61% 73% 66% 61% 66% 74% 55% 76%

Long 
Term 

Target 
(2037-38)

93% 77% 90% 95% 88% 95% 81% 93% 86% 81% 86% 94% 75% 95%

2024 Closing the Gaps Performance Targets: High Schools, K–12s, and AEAs

Source: Chapter 4—Closing the Gaps Domain, TEA 2023 Accountability Manual

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-4-2023-closing-the-gaps-domain.pdf


Texas Success Initiative Updates (TSI)

Texas Administrative Code List of TSI Exemptions

https://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir&p_rloc&p_tloc&p_ploc&pg=1&p_tac&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=54


TSI Scores: 2023 and Beyond Updates

• For the ACT administered on or after February 15, 2023: a combined score 
of 40 on the English and Reading (E+R) tests shall be exempt for both 
reading and writing or ELAR sections of the TSI Assessment. There is no 
composite score requirement.

• A score of 22 on the mathematics test shall be exempt for the mathematics 
section of the TSI Assessment. There is no composite score requirement.

• The use of scores from both the ACT administered prior to February 15, 
2023, and the ACT administered after February 15, 2023, is allowable, as 
long as the benchmarks set are met.

Source: https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/the-tsia-texas-success-initiative-assessment

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/the-tsia-texas-success-initiative-assessment


Previous Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Criteria Scores



Source: TEA TSI Benchmark Scores

Updated Texas Success Initiative (TSI) Criteria Scores

https://tea.texas.gov/academics/college-career-and-military-prep/the-tsia-texas-success-initiative-assessment


Source: 2024 Accountability Development Materials

Updated ACT Methodology for CCMR Credit

ACTScore Date CCMR RLA
Credit

CCMR Math 
Credit

Prior to 
2/15/23

English Score
>=19 and >=23 Composite

Math Score
>=19 and >=23 Composite

After 
2/15/23

Combined Score 
(English+Reading) >=40

Math Score
>=22

Before and after 
2/15/23

For CCMR calculations, mix test scores before and after 
February 15, 2023, to create the student’s best score 

combination

CCMR typically aligns with the Texas Higher Education 
Coordinating Board (THECB) TSI exemption criteria:

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/2024-accountability-development-materials


Reminder for Meeting TSI Criteria

• A graduate must meet the TSI college 
readiness standards in both reading/ 
language arts (RLA) AND mathematics 
in order to receive CCMR credit. 
However, the graduate does not 
necessarily need to meet them on the 
same assessment.

EXAMPLE: The campus earns CCMR credit if a graduate meet the TSI criteria for 
college readiness in RLA on the ACT and completes and earn credit for a college prep 

course in mathematics.

Source: Chapter 2—Student Achievement Domain, TEA 2023 Accountability Manual

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/chapter-2-2023-student-achievement-domain.pdf


Updates to College Bridge

• 2024-2025 College Bridge will 
not be free

• Fees are student enrollment
based, not based on users

• TEA will mandate only applicable 
for 12th graders



Accelerated Testers
• Accelerated testers are defined as students who complete a STAAR EOC at the 

Approaches Grade Level or above standard in Algebra I, English II, and/or Biology 
prior to grade 9.

• To fulfill federal testing requirements, these accelerated students must take a 
corresponding subject area SAT or ACT while in high school.

• Accelerated testers are included in accountability calculations for the 
accountability cycle once they are reported as enrolled in grade 12 on the TSDS 
PEIMS October snapshot.

• See the December 19, 2023, To The Administrator Addressed letter here: 
https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/bulletins/380c6ca

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/TXTEA/bulletins/380c6ca


Accelerated Testers

Are you tracking your accelerated testers?

• Accelerated testers are included in 
accountability calculations once 
they are reported as enrolled in 
grade 12 on the TSDS PEIMS fall 
snapshot.

• This does not affect a students 
graduation status.

• ACT is the only option for Biology 
EOC (science) accelerated 
students.

• Scores are equated to Approaches, 
Meets or Masters Grade Level – 
how are you preparing students?

Source: Inclusion of ACT/SAT for Accelerated Testers Methodology

https://tea.texas.gov/texas-schools/accountability/academic-accountability/performance-reporting/inclusion-of-sat-act-for-acc-testers-methodology.pdf


Dual Credit Eligibility

As described in Texas Administrative Code 
4.85, a high school student is eligible to 
enroll in dual credit courses if the student:

• Demonstrates college readiness by 
achieving the minimum passing 
standard under the provisions of the 
Texas Success Initiative (TSI).

• For a period of 5 years from the date of 
testing a student who performs at or 
above the minimum required scores on 
one of the following assessments.

Assessment Mathematics Reading Writing

ACT (prior to Feb.
15, 2023)

19 Math and 23 
Composite

19 Verbal and 23 
Composite

19 Verbal and 23 
Composite

ACT (after Feb. 15,
2023) 22 40 Combined

ENG/READ
40 Combined

ENG/READ

SAT 530 Math
480 Evidenced 

Based Read/Write
480 Evidenced 

Based Read/Write

TAKS (11th Grade) 2200 Math 2200 ELA and 3
Essay

2200 ELA
and 3 Essay

STAAR Level 2 (4000) 
Algebra II

Level 2 (4000) 
English III

Level 2 (4000) 
English III

TSIA 350 Math 351 Read

340 M/C and 4 
Essay; or less 

than 340
M/C and ABE LVL

4, and 5 Essay

TSIA2

Math
950; or less than

950 and Diagnostic
Level 6

English Language Arts & Reading (ELAR) 
945 M/C and 5 Essay; or less than 945 

M/C and Diagnostic Level 5, and 5 Essay

http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir&p_rloc&p_tloc&p_ploc&pg=1&p_tac&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=85
http://texreg.sos.state.tx.us/public/readtac%24ext.TacPage?sl=R&app=9&p_dir&p_rloc&p_tloc&p_ploc&pg=1&p_tac&ti=19&pt=1&ch=4&rl=85


Overview of the 
ACT



22

The ACT® test, a curriculum-based educational and career 
planning tool, is a college readiness assessment in the United 
States.

As the capstone of our college and career readiness solutions, 
the ACT is based on what students learn in high school.



Anatomy of The ACT Test

Subject Question Details Time
ACT English 5 passages

75 questions
45 minutes

ACT Mathematics 60 questions 60 minutes

ACT Reading 5* passages 
40 questions

35 minutes

ACT Science 40 questions 35 minutes

ACT Writing (Optional) 1 essay 40 minutes

*including 1 paired-passage set



ACT is committed to a future where 20.2 million more 
learners are ready for postsecondary and work 
opportunities by 2032.

We are focused forward in 2024-26 on delivering on 
this vision through ACT enhancements that improve the 
testing experience for students and educators.

Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 • Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026



Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 • Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026

ACT National Test benefits: Starting with April 2025 online test:
• Fewer items and shorter passages provide more time for students to answer questions.
• Testing time is shorter, about two hours.
• Students can choose to take the science section for additional flexibility.
• The Composite score using the new English, math, and reading calculation will provide the 

same validity, reliability, and predictably that students and educators have depended on for 65 
years.

• Starting in September 2025, the enhancements will be available for the National paper and 
international tests.



Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 • Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026

Benefits to State & District Testing:
• Composite score using the new English, math, and reading calculation starts 

September 2025.
• Enhancements including the science choice start with Spring 2026 testing windows.
• Flexibility to give subject tests on different days also begins Spring 2026.



Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 • Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026

What is not changing?
• The ACT scale will remain 1-36 as it

has been for 35 years.
• Scores from tests taken prior to the 

rollout of the new Composite score 
will not change.

• Ability to predict success in first year 
college credit-bearing courses will 
not change.

• Both paper/pencil and online test
options will continue to be available.



Enhancements to the ACT Test: Timeline
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 • Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026

April 2025
ACT National Online

Only
(Science choice begins)

Sept 2025
ACT National Paper

& International
Updated Composite 

Score for All ACT 
Tests

Spring 2026
State & District Spring

2026 Testing

For complete details, visit act.org/actenhancements

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-changes/enhancements.html


National Testing

• For: Grade 11 primarily; grade 10 (early scores); grade 12 
(senior retake)

• Time: Seven times a year (typically on Saturdays) in 
February, April, June, July, September, October, and 
December

• Place: National testing centers

• Format options: On paper only (plans underway for 
online testing)

• Test types: ACT or ACT with writing

• Pricing (2024–2025): $69 per student for ACT; $94 per
student for ACT with writing



ACT National Testing



ACT District Testing

• For: Grades 9th-12th primarily; grades 9- 10 (early scores); 
grade 11 (Fall only-practice for ACT State Testing); grade 
12 (senior retake)

• Time: Multiple Fall and Spring test date options, selected 
from those on the state and district website

• Place: Students’ own classrooms during weekday

• Format options: On paper or online, per school or district 
decision

• Test types: The ACT test or the ACT test with writing, per 
school or district decision

• Pricing (2024–2025): Texas State Rate is $39 per student 
for ACT without writing



How do you know if your 
students are College and 
Career Ready?



ACT College and Career 
Readiness Standards 
and Benchmarks



TRUSTED POINTS OF 
REFERENCE

ACT® College and Career 
Readiness Benchmarks™

SUBJECT THE ACT TEST
English 18
Math 22
Reading 22
Science 23
ELA 20
STEM 26

Scores associated with post-secondary success in credit-bearing courses



TRUSTED POINTS OF REFERENCE
ACT® College and Career Readiness Standards™ 

A progression of learning for readiness!

• Descriptions of the essential skills and knowledge students need to be prepared 
for college and career

• Scores = Knowledge and Skills Mastered

www.act.org/standards

http://www.act.org/standards


ACT® College and Career Readiness Standards™



Higher Education 
Landscape



2023 Enrollment – 2 Year



2023 Enrollment – 4 Year



Test Submission Policies Vary Widely

Test Submission Policies
Required Applicants must send standardized test scores.

Conditional Applicants are required to send standardized test scores UNLESS 
minimal conditions are met, such as GPA or class rank.

Recommended Applicants are encouraged to send standardized test scores, but they
are not required.

Flexible Applicants do not need to send standardized test scores, but they will 
have to do something else in their place (e.g., send AP results, write an 
essay, do an interview).

Optional Applicants may choose to send scores, and scores are considered if 
sent, but students are not penalized if not sent.

Blind Scores will not be considered even if sent.



Scores Can Help at Test-Optional Schools

• "Many selective colleges are still admitting a 
larger percentage of students who submit test 
scores.” *

• “Admit rates for students who submit scores also 
tend to be significantly higher (sometimes by 
twice as much or more) than for non-submitters 
at certain colleges.” *

• Standardized test scores are often required for 
scholarship consideration, class placement, and 
certain programs such as Engineering or Nursing.

*Source: Should You Still Take the SAT or ACT for “Test Optional” Colleges? (Dec 
2023, Forbes)

https://www.forbes.com/sites/robertfarrington/2023/12/14/should-you-still-take-the-sat-or-act-for-test-optional-colleges/?sh=3116e18d789a


Test Scores are Required in Some Cases

Schools require test scores when students:

Apply to certain programs (e.g., Nursing, Engineering, Honors). 

Apply for certain scholarships or financial aid.

Have been homeschooled.

Have graduated from a non-accredited high school.



More Colleges are Reinstating Test Scores



Post-Secondary Landscape

Reinstatement of Standardized Test Scores:
• Cornell
• Yale
• MIT
• Harvard
• Brown
• Dartmouth
• Stanford
• Caltech
• University of Georgia (7 universities)
• Rice
• University of Texas at Austin

Uses of Standardized Test Scores:
• Placement
• Scholarships
• Major/Program Admission



Resources and Best 
Practices



Data Reporting
• A free interactive data analysis platform, 

available for all schools, states, and 
districts with ACT testing data at no cost 
through success.act.org. 
• Provides current and historical 

student data to disaggregate, filter, 
and customize reports

• Allows contract states to view 
contract reports as well as national, 
state, and district data

• Delivers data online after each test 
administration

https://success.act.org/s/


Campus Ethnicity Data



Campus Math Data



View Your Past and Present ACT Results

success.act.org is the online portal to 
the tools and resources to view your
organization’s ACT information. Within 
the success portal is a comprehensive 
Knowledge Hub, which is our one-stop 
resource area for all products and 
services offered by ACT.

Even if your district does not 
contract with ACT, it is important to 
track results of all national day ACT 
testers. Contact us for login 
credentials!

Through the Success portal, School Day and
Non-School Day Districts/Charters can:

✔ View student level results after an 
administration occurs

✔ Disaggregate data by district, campus,
subject area, and race/ethnicity

✔ Data available from 2018-19 
through 2023-24

✔ Download your ACT roster data into Excel 
(.xlsx or .csv) to update your own CCMR 

tracking tools/spreadsheets
✔ Best of all… (on the next slide)

https://success.act.org/s/
https://success.act.org/s/


Use Your Own Data Systems To Analyze ACT Student Data!

Source: Importing ACT Test Data to Aware Source: Student Portfolio Data Upload

Source: File Center - ACT
Source: CCMR Data Center

https://support.eduphoria.net/hc/en-us/articles/18147694297623-Importing-ACT-Test-Data
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/dmac-solutions-texas-educators/sat-act-data-new-demographic-fields/
https://kb.ondatasuite.com/article-categories/file-center-act/
https://careercraft.com/platform/ccmr-data-center/


Source: TEKS to ACT Standards Crosswalk

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2022/Texas-Educator-Guide.pdf


ACT Tool Kits 
& Additional 
Resources



https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/administrator-resources/toolkits.html

ACT K-12 Toolkits 
Available:

• PreACT
Communication

• ACT Distict Testing 
Communication

• ACT Work Keys
Communication

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/administrator-resources/toolkits.html






ACT Student Success Recognition Club Toolkit

• Student Success Recognition 
Toolkits are a simple way for 
schools and districts to 
celebrate student success and 
encourage students to do their 
best on the ACT® and PreACT 
tests.

• Our toolkits contain everything 
your school or district needs to 
get started.

• We offer free downloads, 
including a customizable 
certificate, social media images, 
and locker signs.



https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/counselor-toolkit.html

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/k12-educators-and-administrators/counselor-toolkit.html


https://www.act.org/content/act/en/act-events/college-and-career-readiness-day.html

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/act-events/college-and-career-readiness-day.html


https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-planning-resources.html

College Planning Videos by 
Grade Level:

• Freshman Year
• Sophomore Year
• Junior Year
• Senior Year

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/students-and-parents/college-planning-resources.html


https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/act2044/viz/ShouldYouTestaSecondTime/Dashboard1?publish=yes

https://public.tableau.com/app/profile/act2044/viz/ShouldYouTestaSecondTime/Dashboard1?publish=yes


American College
Application Campaign (ACAC)
The American College Application Campaign (ACAC) is 
a major effort within the Center:

• Designed to increase the number of first-generation college
students and students from low-income families.

• Assists high school seniors as they navigate the college 
application and admissions process and ensure each participating 
student submits at least one admissions application.

• To date, over 3.69 million students have been served by ACAC 
and 5.99 million applications submitted since the inception in 
2005.

• Learn more at:



What is PreACT®?

• PreACT Assessments are designed to benchmark and predict college 
and career readiness for students in grades 8-10.

• Students who take the PreACT receive predicted ACT and WorkKeys 
National Career Readiness Certificate (NCRC) scores.

• PreACT Assessments are offered for use in school-day testing scenarios 
and not offered nationally.

• ACT offers three different PreACT Assessments:

Grades 8-9 Grade 10Grade 10



A structured, comprehensive, ACT Prep program

• Student Study Plan with Assignment option
• Two full-length practice tests
• Writing essays AI scored
• Four short-form tests
• Over 2,400 questions
• Anywhere, anytime access via the internet
• Comprehensive content review, cognitive and non-cognitive lessons, test strategies
• Suitable for core content classes and/or stand-alone ACT Prep classes
• Available for district and/or school purchase



AIM Workshops

• Typically, 2-days, 12-14 hours
• In-person – consecutive days
• Web-based – more flexibility

• Subject-specific deep dives

• Designed to improve ACT preparatory instruction

• Capped at 30 participants/course

• Trainers include ACT test writers

• Culminates in 30-minute Knowledge Check with 
badges awarded to participants who pass the 
assessment

• 96% would recommend the courses to others
Note: AIM workshops are offered by ACT at specific times during the year, or they can be scheduled by a school/district for their staff. 
Visit the website for details.

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/act-instructional-mastery.html
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