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Who We Are
o A dedicated team supporting school counselors with resources and 

tools to help students succeed.

What We Do
o Host free webinars and provide valuable resources
o Share updates on ACT testing and programs
o Offer best practices and strategies for student success
o Serve as a direct point of contact for counselors

How We Can Help You
o Answer questions and provide personalized support
o Share ACT resources to assist your students
o Connect you with opportunities for collaboration

Additional Resources
o ACT Counselor Blog
o 1:1 Counselor Meetings with Jasmine

Jasmine Hollis
Regional Program Manager – West Region

ACT Counselor Outreach

Email: counselor@act.org

ACT Counselor Outreach Team

https://counselorblog.act.org/blog
https://outlook.office365.com/book/D2LCounselorOutreachBiteSizedLearningSessions@actinc.onmicrosoft.com/


Source: TEKS to ACT Standards Crosswalk

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/2022/Texas-Educator-Guide.pdf


ACT School Day Testing 

• For: Grades 9th-12th primarily; grades 9- 10 
(early scores); grade 11 (Fall only-practice 
for ACT State Testing); grade 12 (senior 
retake)

• Time: Multiple Fall and Spring test date 
options, selected from those on the state 
and district website

• Place: Students’ own classrooms during 
weekday

• Format options: On paper or online, per 
school or district decision

• Test types: The ACT test or the ACT test 
with writing, per school or district 
decision

• Pricing (2025–2026): $40 No Writing / $51 
WITH Writing



Online Reporting 
Resources 



View Your Past and Present ACT Results

success.act.org is the online portal 
to the tools and resources to view 
your organization’s ACT 
information. Within the success 
portal is a comprehensive 
Knowledge Hub, which is our one-
stop resource area for all products 
and services offered by ACT. 

Even if your district does not 
contract with ACT, it is 
important to track results of all 
national day ACT testers. 
Contact us for login credentials!

Through the Success portal, School Day and 
Non-School Day Districts/Charters can:

View student level results after an 
administration occurs

Disaggregate data by district, campus, 
subject area, and race/ethnicity

Data available from 2019-20 
through 2024-25

Download your ACT roster data into 
Excel (.xlsx or .csv) to update your own 

CCMR tracking tools/spreadsheets
Best of all… (on the next slide)

https://success.act.org/s/
https://success.act.org/s/


TEXAS ADMINISTRATION WEBSITE (STEP 3)

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/state-and-district-solutions/texas/the-act.html


Online Reporting Portal

Note: Request access to the data from your school’s trusted agent.

https://success.act.org

https://success.act.org/


Online Reporting Portal: Student Level Data
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Online Reporting Portal: School Level Data
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Use Your Own Data Systems To Analyze ACT 
Student Data!

Source: Importing ACT Test Data to 
Aware

Source: Student Portfolio Data 
Upload

Source: File Center - 
ACT

Source: CCMR Data 
Center

https://support.eduphoria.net/hc/en-us/articles/18147694297623-Importing-ACT-Test-Data
https://support.eduphoria.net/hc/en-us/articles/18147694297623-Importing-ACT-Test-Data
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/dmac-solutions-texas-educators/sat-act-data-new-demographic-fields/
https://www.dmac-solutions.net/dmac-solutions-texas-educators/sat-act-data-new-demographic-fields/
https://kb.ondatasuite.com/article-categories/file-center-act/
https://kb.ondatasuite.com/article-categories/file-center-act/
https://careercraft.com/platform/ccmr-data-center/
https://careercraft.com/platform/ccmr-data-center/


PREACT



ACT College Readiness Benchmarks

Benchmarks

Subject ACT Score First Year College Course

English 18 English Composition

Math 22 College Algebra

Reading 22 Social Sciences

Science 23 Biology

ELA 20 English Composition and Social Sciences

STEM 26 Calculus, Chemistry, Biology, Physics, and 
Engineering

• College and 
Career Readiness 
Standards = skills 
and knowledge 
(like TEKS)

• College 
Readiness 
Benchmarks = 
level of skills and 
knowledge for 
college success



Practice Before the ACT: PreACT 8/9 & PreACT 

• 10th grade multiple-choice paper 
assessment

• Shorter in length than the ACT

• Flexible testing administration dates

• Predicts performance on the ACT

• Rapid reporting means earlier and more 
effective intervention and planning

• Provides an indicator of progress toward 
career readiness

• FY26 TX Rate: $16.50 online /$17.00 paper 
scored assessment

• An 8th/9th grade test aligned to the PreACT and 
ACT tests

• Multiple-choice paper assessment

• Flexible testing administration dates

• Monitors progress toward college and career 
readiness

• Predicts performance on the PreACT and the 
ACT

• Provides an indicator of progress toward career 
readiness

• FY26 TX Rate: $16.50 online /$17.00 paper 
scored assessment



PreACT Test Times & Item Counts



Addressing Skill Gaps and 
Informing Instruction



Keep the Booklets!
Students: Item Responses and How to 
Make Progress
Students receive an item analysis report. Here they can view each 
question, know the correct answer, and identify which items they 
answered incorrectly. The report also gives them ideas for 
progress to improve scores.

Educators: Item Response 
Summary
Identify how your students answered each 
item: right, wrong, or did not answer.

Educators: Which specific areas can my students improve?
Based on certain items, understand the content areas where you can improve curriculum before the ACT test to boost 
students’ college readiness.



PreACT and PreACT 8/9 Report Package



PreACT 8/9 and PreACT Data



ACT Student Reports

ACT Student Report   PreACT Student Report



Planning Early for Success – PreACT 8/9, PreACT



Reporting Categories



Scale Score Ranges for College Readiness Indicators



Research and Resources



Research Shows: 5 Benefits of Adopting the PreACT

1. By accurately predicting ACT scores, the PreACT can help 
facilitate early college planning and preparedness

2. PreACT ensures equitable access to practice for the ACT test
3. Schools that adopt the PreACT see improved readiness for 

college and careers
4. PreACT scores identify students who are ready to succeed in 

advanced high school courses – including AP
5. PreACT scores provide a baseline for measuring growth and 

to determine the impact of improvement efforts (Districts using 
this to track teacher incentive allotment)





PREACT Rising Stars
National Recognition 







Pre-ACT Rising Stars program – National 
Recognition
•  Pre-ACT 8/9 only 

• Distinguished Scholars Award – top 5%: Award sent to their 
district/school for distribution.

• Rising Scholars Award – next 10%: Medal sent to their 
district/school for distribution.

• Early Scholars Award – next 35%: Certificate sent to their 
district/school for distribution

• Distinguished Scholars Award – Physical award and Certificate 
for each learner recipient in their schools

• Rising Scholars Award – Physical award and Certificate for each 
learner recipient in their schools

• Early Scholars Award -Certificate for each learner recipient in 
their schools

PreACT® Rising Stars Program | ACT
Communication Guide: PreACT Rising Stars Communications Guide 2025

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/preact/rising-stars-awards.html
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/PreACT-Rising-Stars-2025-Communications-Guide.pdf




What is ACT Instructional Mastery (AIM)?

• ACT Instructional Mastery (AIM) is professional development 
designed to elevate your educator’s expertise and content 
knowledge about the ACT.

• Professional development facilitated by ACT test writers and 
ACT-trained experts.

• AIM provides educators with teaching strategies that can be 
integrated immediately into regular classroom instruction.

• All courses are highly interactive and practical and provide an 
opportunity to share ideas and teaching techniques with 
colleagues.



Courses are offered in all 5 content areas of the ACT: 
English, Math, Reading, Science and Writing.

Courses available Onsite or Online



Many teachers do not consider themselves ACT test experts.
The general response from teachers is that they feel it’s been so 
long since they took the ACT, if ever, and they don’t feel 
adequately prepared to help kids specifically on test content, 
timing and/or test taking strategies.

Why ACT Instructional Mastery(AIM)?



Why ACT Instructional Mastery(AIM)?

• AIM certified teachers gain greater confidence and effectiveness 
in preparing their students for the ACT.

•  Schools and districts also report seeing student scores improve 
after wide AIM training implementations.

• Improve student outcomes!



Details

• Courses are subject-specific “deep dives”
• Each course is a full 2-day workshop; totaling 14 hours of 

content. 
• Up to 30 participants can attend a course
• Participants who complete a course will receive a certificate 

of completion. 
• Digital badges will be earned by those who pass the 

knowledge checks throughout each course.



Benefits of AIM



Benefits to Schools & Districts

Gain a better understanding of the ACT test and learn evidence-based ways to 
improve instruction for ACT preparation.Gain

Provide a methodology to offer quality ACT test preparation for all students, 
supporting equity and access.Provide

Learn teaching strategies that advance students’ abilities to successfully master 
the core academic skills needed for college success.Learn

Bring outsourced test prep programs in house at the school/district level for 
potential savings.Bring

Build knowledge and confidence for educators.Build



What Customers Are Saying About AIM

96% would 
recommend!



CCMR Outcomes Bonus 
Allowable Expenses



Texas College and Career Readiness Accountability: 
Outcomes Bonus



Texas College and Career Readiness Accountability: Outcomes Bonus



ACT 
Enhancements
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-
services/the-act/test-changes/enhancements.html 

https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-changes/enhancements.html
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/products-and-services/the-act/test-changes/enhancements.html


ACT is committed to a future where 20.2 million more learners are 
ready for postsecondary and work opportunities by 2032. 

Our focus forward in 2024-26 includes delivering on this vision 
through ACT enhancements that improve the testing experience 

for students and educators.

Enhancements to the ACT Test
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 



Enhancements to the ACT Test

Expand
National
Online

Provide More
Stakeholder

Choice

Provide
More Time

Per Item

& Reduce
Total Testing

Time

Advance Our
Quality 

Assessment 
Practices

Respond to 
Learner & 
Higher Ed 
Feedback



Enhancements to the ACT Test

• What is not changing?
• The ACT scale will remain 1-36 as it has been for 35 years.
• Scores from tests taken prior to the rollout of the new 

composite score will not change.
• Ability to predict success in first year college credit-bearing 

courses.
• Both paper/pencil and online test options will continue to be 

available.

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 (School Day Testing) 



Enhancements to the ACT Test: Timeline
Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 (School Day Testing) 

April 2025
ACT National Online 

Only 
(Science optional begins)

Sept 2025
ACT National Paper 

& International
Updated Composite 

Score for All ACT 
Tests

Spring 2026
State & District Spring 

2026 Testing 



Current State
English 75 items 45 min

Reading 40 items 35 min

Math 60 items 60 min

Science 40 items 35 min

5th Test^ 
(Field Test)

12-28 items 20 min

Writing 1 item 40 mins

National
+ Writing

S/D
+ writing

195 min
235 min
175 min 
215 min

Proposed Future State

English 50 items
(10 FT)

35 min

Reading 36 items
(9 FT)

40 min

Math 45 items
(4 FT)

50 min

Science 40 items
(6 FT)

40 mins

Writing 1 item 40 min

National & 
S/D

+Science
+writing

125 min

165 min
205 min

^ State/District students do not receive 5th test

ACT Current State to Future State

Total count includes Field Test (FT) items

ACT 
Enhancements

More 
Time Per 

Item

Reduced 
Overall 
Length

Science 
Choice

Maintain 
Score 

Meaning



Comparison of the Legacy and Enhanced ACT Test 
PDF

https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-Reporting-Category-Tables-Comparison.pdf
https://www.act.org/content/dam/act/unsecured/documents/ACT-Reporting-Category-Tables-Comparison.pdf










ACT National Enhancements Video

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 (School Day Testing)
Enhancements to the ACT Test

https://share.act.org/watch/vSdAJzGX8fZ27T7EC5WeXJ?
https://share.act.org/watch/vSdAJzGX8fZ27T7EC5WeXJ?


ACT{ English
Math
Reading

Starting in fall 2025, the ACT Composite will be English, math, and reading. Students can 
still take all five subjects previously offered on the ACT test, but they will have more 
flexibility to choose their own test experience tailored to their education needs. 

Students who choose to take the science section will receive a STEM score, and students 
who choose to take the writing section will receive an ELA score.

Science         STEM SCORE 

Writing         ELA SCORE 

+
+ACT

COMPOSITE

New Composite Score: Starting Fall 2025



Enhancements to the ACT Test: Superscores

• How will ACT Superscores Work?

• Starting in April 2025, students 
choosing to take the national online 
test will have their ACT Superscores 
calculated using the new English, 
Math, Reading method. 

• For all other students, this transition 
to the English, Math, Reading 
calculation will occur in September 
2025. 

• We will continue to report the 
highest score for each subject along 
with the date the test was taken, 
but the composite score will now be 
based on the new simplified 
English, Math, Reading calculation.

Coming to ACT National Online Spring 2025 •  Coming to ACT District Testing Spring 2026 

• What is an ACT Superscore?
• A Superscore is the average of your student’s best 

scores from each subject from multiple test 
attempts. ​

• A Superscore is never lower than a single composite 
score.



TEXAS Contact Information
• Accommodations 

• 800.553.6244, ext. 1788
• actstateaccoms@act.org 

• ACT Now School Day Testing 
• 800-553-6244 ext. 2800, option 4.
• actstatetesting@act.org 

• ACT Now PreACT  
• 877-789-2925 
• preact@act.org 

• MyACT (Students)
• 319-337-1270

• ACT National Testing
• 800-553-6244, ext. 1510 (School 

Personnel)
• 319-337-1510  (Students & Parents)
• Testact@act.org   

Account Executive Texas Territory Email Phone

Bailey Stilley West/Panhandle Bailey.Stilley@act.org 575-361-4254

Reenie Laginess East Reenie.Laginess@act.org 850-586-5143

Jennifer Pitts DFW Jennifer.Pitts@act.org 817-913-3110

Kay Oliver Central/South Kay.Oliver@act.org 512-586-7919

mailto:actstateaccoms@act.org
mailto:actstatetesting@act.org
mailto:preact@act.org
mailto:Testact@act.org
mailto:Bailey.Stilley@act.org
mailto:Reenie.Laginess@act.org
mailto:Jennifer.Pitts@act.org
mailto:Kay.Oliver@act.org
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